
Welcome… 
…to all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and 
long for comfort; to all who struggle and desire hope; to all who sin and 
need a Savior; to all who are strangers and yearn for fellowship; to all 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come, 
this church opens wide her doors and offers welcome in the name of the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ.  Worship consists of a dialogue between God 
and His people.  God speaks and we respond by grace.  The pastor and a 
ruling elder lead us.  *Please stand, if able.   

 
Order of Morning Worship 

December 6, 2020 

 

Prelude                 We prepare silently to meet God in worship. 
 
*Call to Worship                                                   Psalm 108:1-4  
 
*Song of Approach       “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death”  
 

What is our hope in life and death? 
Christ alone, Christ alone 
What is our only confidence? 
That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand? 
What comes, apart from His command? 
And what will keep us to the end? 
The love of Christ, in which we stand. 
 
Chorus:  
O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death. 
 

What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
God is good, God is good 
Where is His grace and goodness known? 
In our great Redeemer’s blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise? 
Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? 
Chorus 
 
Unto the grave, what shall we sing? 
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!” 
And what reward will heaven bring? 
Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord 
Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is ours forevermore. 
Chorus Twice 
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*Invocation and Profession of Faith  
 
We believe that because of the depravity of the human 
race our good God has ordained kings, princes, and civil 
officers. 
 
He wants the world to be governed by laws and policies 
so that human lawlessness may be restrained and that 
everything may be conducted in good order among 
human beings. 
 
 



For that purpose He has placed the sword in the hands of 
the government, to punish evil people and protect the good. 
 
And being called in this manner to contribute to the 
advancement of a society that is pleasing to God, the civil 
rulers have the task, subject to God’s law, of removing 
every obstacle to the preaching of the gospel and to every  
aspect of divine worship. 
 
They should do this while completely refraining from every 
tendency toward exercising absolute authority, and while 
functioning in the sphere entrusted to them, with the 
means belonging to them.  They should do it in order that 
the Word of God may have free course; the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ may make progress; and every anti-Christian 
power may be resisted. 
 
Moreover everyone, regardless of status, condition, or rank, 
must be subject to the government, and pay taxes, and hold 
its representatives in honor and respect, and obey them in 
all things that are not in conflict  with God’s Word, praying 
for them that the Lord may be willing to lead them in all 
their ways and that we may live a peaceful and quiet life in  
all piety and decency. 
 
And on this matter we denounce the Anabaptists, other 
anarchists, and in general all those who want to reject the 
authorities and civil officers and to subvert justice by 
introducing common ownership of goods and corrupting 
the moral order that God has established among human 
beings.  (The Belgic Confession, Article 36, URCNA version) 

 
*Hymn 194                                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here,  
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain:  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to Thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,  
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,  
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe.  
Refrain 
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;  
From depths of hell Thy people save,  
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  
Refrain 
 
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,  
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death's dark shadows put to flight.  
Refrain 
 
O come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav'nly home;  
Make safe the way that leads on high,  
And close the path to misery.  
Refrain 
 
Old Testament Reading                                         Psalm 10                    



Congregational Prayer  
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory.  Forever and ever, Amen. 
 
*Hymn 164                    “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
 
O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer's praise,  
The glories of my God and King,  
The triumphs of His grace. 
 
My gracious Master and my God,  
Assist me to proclaim,  
To spread through all the earth abroad 
The honors of thy name. 
 
Jesus, the name that charms our fears,  
That bids our sorrows cease; 
'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'Tis life and health and peace. 
 
He breaks the pow'r of reigning sin,  
He sets the pris'ner free;  
His blood can make the foulest clean,  
His blood availed for me. 
 
He speaks and, list'ning to His voice,  
New life the dead receive;  
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;  
The humble poor believe. 

Hear him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,  
Your loosen'd tongues employ;  
Ye blind, behold your Savior come;  
And leap, ye lame, for joy. 
 
New Testament Reading                                Luke 18:1-8          
 
Message                                     “NO ‘PEACE IN OUR TIME’“ 
 
*Hymn                          “Arm of the Lord, Awake, Awake!” 
 

Arm of the Lord, awake, awake! 
Put on Thy strength, the nations shake,  
And let the world, adoring, see 
Triumphs of mercy wrought by Thee. 

Say to the heathen from Thy throne,  
I am Jehovah, God alone;  
Thy voice their idols shall confound,  
And cast their altars to the ground. 

No more let creature blood be spilt,  
Vain sacrifice for human guilt! 
But to each conscience be applied 
The blood that flowed from Jesus’ side. 

Let Zion’s time of favor come; 
O bring the tribes of Israel home; 
And let our wondering eyes behold 
Gentiles and Jews in Jesus’ fold. 

Almighty God, Thy grace proclaim 
In every clime of every name;  
Let adverse powers before Thee fall,  
And crown the Savior Lord of all. 
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*God Blesses His People                    2 Corinthians 13:14 
 
*Hymn 734                                                           “Gloria Patri” 
 


